
How do I know if my rabbit has  
Pastuerella (Snuffles) or Bortadella? 

 
 
“I spoke to several labs around the USA regarding culturette testing for 
p. multocida and bordetella. I live in California, so most of the labs 
were here in my area. I also limited my research to labs that accept 
culturettes and excluded labs that require a serum specimen, since most 
rabbit breeders don’t have the means to extract serum from whole 
blood. Here’s what I found: 
 
•UC Davis, Ca 
oUC Davis’ PCR lab doesn’t test for p. multocida, but does test for 
bordetella. Since I am interested in both, I didn’t ask their pricing. The 
other labs on campus only deal with large animals. The direct phone 
number for the PCR lab is 530-752-7991. If you’re interested in 
checking out their website for these tests and others, go 
here: http://www.cahfs.ucdavis.edu/lab_tests/ 
• Zoologix, Inc in Chatsworth, Ca 
oTests for both p. multocida and bordetella, uses culturette swabs, but 

each test costs $85 (that’s $85 for p. multi and $85 for bordetella). Their phone number is 818-717-8880 and their website 
is http://www.zoologix.com/rodent/Menu.htm  
•Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory (TVMDL) 
oTVMD tests for both, uses a culturette, and charges about $30 per animal (pricing varies whether you live in Texas or are out-of-
state). I spoke with Dr. Naikari who works in the Amarillo lab. He was very polite, professional, and happy to answer questions 
and explain procedures. The number to the Amarillo lab is 888-646-5624 and the web address is http://tvmdl.tamu.edu/  
 
It was a little difficult to obtain the bacterial transfer media. I discovered they’re sold on the Internet, but only in bulk quantities 
much greater than I’ll need before they expire. I called a local hospital, a (human) medical supply company, and several 
pharmacies. None were willing to sell me less than a case. I also called about five vets before finding one that was willing to sell 
me a handful of them. If you’re unable to obtain these locally, along with the appropriate shipping material, you can order them 
from TVMDL. 
 
When you purchase the culturettes, be sure to get the kind with the suspension in them (bacterial transport media). According to 
Dr. Naikari, the suspension helps preserve the bacteria and also keeps it from drying out. I found culturettes on the Internet that are 
“dry” and won’t work if you plan on shipping to a lab. TVMDL’s website has a very informative page on all the rules and 
procedures for shipping lab samples. It can be found here:http://tvmdl.tamu.edu/products-services/shipping/” 
	  
Thank you to K.D. Penrod for posting the following information on the Rabbit Pasteurella Vaccine Forum on Facebook about 
sending a culture for conclusive identification of disease!	  

Figure	  1:	  A	  culturette	  looks	  like	  this	  photo. 


